Cardiac arrhythmias in subarachnoid haemorrhage.
In this prospective study 52 patients with spontaneous subarachnoid haemorrhage were examined with respect to cardiac arrhythmias and their relationship to cerebral lesions. A continuous ECG was registered over an average of five days. Sinus tachycardia was the most frequently recorded arrhythmia, followed by multifocal ventricular extrasystoles, couplets, frequent supraventricular extrasystoles, non-sustained ventricular tachycardia, asystolia and sinus arrhythmia. A significant correlation was found between the clinical manifestation of a midbrain syndrome and sinus arrhythmia, and multifocal ventricular extrasystoles. This correlation points to the autonomic cardiovascular centres as the structures involved.